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An Addreſs Preſented to the Reverend and 

' 'Learned Miniſters of the Church of 
England, by ane fincerely defirous of finding 
out the Truth, in behalf of himſelf and others 
equally concern'd, as well for their own as the 
general Satisfaitinn. | 


HERE can be nodoubt, but that the main Concern of 
Man in this Vale of Tears, is the Salvation of his Soul. If 
this be loſt, he loſes all; .if this be gained, he gains all, 
and both for an Eternity. Nobody then canblame me, if 
; being ſolicitousto ſave my. Sovl,' F have recourſe to thoſe, 
whoſe Learning muſt needs enable them, and! whoſe Charity: cannor. 
but-incline them toinſtruct me in this weighty Afﬀair. | I therefore hym- 
bly beſeech you moſt Reverend and Learned Doftors of the Church 
of England to afford me a clear and ſatisfaftory Solution:of theſe fol- 
lowing Doubts. - | 3563 fi 8 119 30] 31 
. Firſt, 1'deſire to know, whether all things neceſfary toSalvation are: 
contained in Scripture ? If -not, where mult 1 ſcek 'them ?-If they be, 
then they are either clearly contained init, fo that there is no need of 
an Interpreter for the meaning of the words;or not. If there be no need 
of any ſuch Interpreter, then humbly! ask what theſe Neceflaries to 
Salvation are, and-in what. Chapter; and Verſe: of Scripture /each.of 
them2.way be found,:;: For Example ;:1s the Belief of a Triniey, 'One 
God and'T hree Perſons, neceflary to.Salyation ?-If it be,'as theCreed 
of S. eLthanaſews aſſures vs it is, in what Chapter, and Verſe of 'Scri- 
pture-is-it clearly expreſled ? \.1f you ſend me to the'1 Epilt. of S; Fobrr, 
Chap.'5..Ver.'7. where we read, There-are Three whogyve Teſtimony in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word; and Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One ; 
or tothe GoſpelofS,.Fobr, Chap. 10:Ver:30. 1 avd my Father are One 3 
i deſxe.yonto-ſhew-clearty{put of Kripture, that-the word nba, 
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of any ſuch Interpreter, then humbly ask what theſe Neceſlaries to 
Salvation are, and in what Chapter. and Verſe of Scripture. each of 
them-.may be found, For Example ; Is the Belief of a Trinzty, One 
God and-Three Perſons, neceflary to Salyation ? If it be, as theCreed 
of S. eAthanaſm aſſures us it is, in what Chapter and Verſe of Scri- 
pture is it clearly expreſſed ? If you ſend me to the 1 Epilt. of S; Fobr, 
Chap. 5..Ver.'7. where we read, There are Three whogrve Teſtimony in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One ; 
or tothe Goſpel of S..Zobr, Chap. 10. Ver. 30. 1 and my Father are One; 
I defixe.youto-ſhew clearly! out of Scripture, that the word One here 
iy A ſignifies 
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ſignifies a ſtriCt 1dertityor Unity of Subſtance, as the Church of England 
holds, not a meer Moral Union, as many Learned Arians andocthers 
will have it, andas we all confeſs the ſame word ſignifies in S. Fohr, 
Chap. 7. Ver. 24. where our-Lord Preys thee allBelievers may be 
Ove, as heand his Fatherare Ore; where: cervainly he cannne. be p. 
neſed to.mean.Qze im bubſtance. In.what Verſe then. and Chapter in 
Scripture! have we tfieſe or the like words,, The word One m the 
kEpift. of $.. Jobn,, Icem in S. John's Goſpel, ſignifies a firidt Ken-. 
tity ; which notwithſbauding I. conceive ought to be, if alb Neceſſa- 
ris to Salvation be. clearly contained im Sariprare. Now if abe Be- 
lief of a Trinity be not neceſſary to Salvation, I deſire it may be 
clearly! owned imahefes or the like words: *7:9 nor necefſewy for: Sal- 
vation to believe Three Perſons and One. God, natwithſtanding the Geed of 
S. Athanaſius, and Definition of the Firſt Conncil'of Nice, wher rhe Church 
was in her Purity not the leaſt corrupted, 

in; Is the Belief of the Parmar necef{ary for Salvation? 
Where is it:clearly: expreſied in Scripture:? Yeu reter nie to S. Fob 
Chap. «The Word: = made: Fleſh. But you know: that many Learned 
me and: avhers, denied: char word os fignftica ſtrict. tacar- 
natinn; but. either: 2 Moral. Uaiqn,. or'smeer externakappearance of a 
Item; as. theft who: heli c hrjſ# not to have a reak bur a.ptantaſtixic 
Now be pleaſed to:-ſhew me: in what Verſt or Chapter ir is 
—_— exprefiet that. the: ſaid words figmific a. ftrQ. hrarnation. 
Bat.if you deny. the Belief of this Myſtery to be: necetiiry to:Salvation, 
own it, for our Satisfaction, in theſe or the like words: Ar is no ne- 
effery for Subus ipwtobelieve;. chat the Sexona. Porſors of the Ble fect Fri- 
189 was made trac: fo. And if the: Belief of neither Franry mov Inrar- 
nat ioware:necefiary , ſhew me what is,and whereexprefletm Scripture. 
Fhen in oder to-Rrattice, I defire tt know whethes i be necefiacy 
woSalvation,to keep holy the Lovd's-Day, tim is,, Sunday and not Se- 
nudey, 16 it hes. þ defire'to know: in what Chapter and Verſe. ig is clear- 
hrcontained i Scripture ;- asalſo wherethe Abrogarion 'of the'Surw- 
dep is clearly expreſſed... If it: be nor neceffary. for Satration'tts keep 
hoiythe Lordf3- Day, . ldefire your Warrant for it in theſe or the like 
wen :. Ic is nor necefſary rs keep holy the Lord's Day, that x, Sandlay. 

If you fay thar every-one” is only bound ro believe what is elear to 
him-in Seripture, reading it-with Syrericp and Hauniaey, chew Þ muſt 
defire'ty knows, What if Ereading Scripture Swrerelpand. with Hmm 
Sp, .canacs. flad:cleavly expreſſes cluerhe Fringy'oc' —— 
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will it not be neceſſary for the Salvation of my Soul to believe theft 
two Myſteries ? 

Put the Cafe | have recourie (as Þy theſe | have) to Chureb-Guides, 
and they tel} me I muſt betieve thoſe Myſteries : is it neceffary 1 be- 
keve theſe Grides ? If it be, then Scripture atone is nor clear in Ne- 
ceſſaries to Salvation ;, for bere I am obliged to believe what is nBt 
Clear to me in Scripture. Again, amt I bound to keep holy Swmrdlay, ths 
} find no Precept for it #7 Scripture, and not Sararday, tho t find an 
expres Command far it, no- where. Abrogated in Scripture 4 becauſe 
my Gmaics tel] me I muſt do ſo? if 1 ravit; then Guides are necefiary 
tc Salvation, 2nd Scripture alone without them is not fnffictent. Be 
pleaſed to own this Propafition—Scriprare alone is not ſufficient, with- 
out Guides ta Interpret it, If notwithRtanding my Gazdes | am not bound 
to believe either 7riamcy or Hcarnecien, or obſerve Samday, then | touſt 
beg. of you to warrant with your Authority theſe words :: [ am wt 
bowrd 10 keep bolythe Lord's-Dayor Sunday, the the Gaides of the Church 
vell nie } mmſt, if F canner find it clearly i Scriprare. 

But, you'tt rel me, That Necellaries to Salvation are cither clear ut 
Scripture, or evidently deduced our of Scriptrre.. Very well 
then theſe Nerefiaries,, and deduce them out of Scripture 5 ſhew 
Verſe and Chapter from whence isevidently deduced an Obligationts 
keep holy Sundey and not Sarurday. Again, the Evidenceof that De- 
duction is either had immediately from the meer reading of Scripture, 
without help of Guides, and then I defrre to feethe Places from whence 
theie Nereflaries are evidently. inferr'd ; or it camoet be had but by 
rhe help of Gaides, und then the Scripture alone is not ſuffecient. 

Secondly, Bot if alt Necellaries to Salvation be not clear cnough in 
Scripture to be underſtood withour an Interpterer, then it will be ne- 
ceſſary ts know whoamt where the lmerpreter 8. If you renlit me to 
the Deciſion of the true Church, it will be neceſſary to know which 
is that Church. If you tell me all Chriſtian Churches joyned together, 
then it follows that I at bound to believe nothing but what all Chri- 


ſtians agree in; for what they diſagree in, cannot be the Sentiment or , 


Deciſion of the whole Church, but only of a part of it. I am not 


then obliged to believe the Trimty; for the _— tho Chriſttans, . 
bs 


deny it. 1 am not obliged to believe the /acarnation, for many Chriſti- 


ans defy that Chriſt was God made Mai by a ſtrict Incarnation, bat 
only by a Moral Union; that is, he was a Man who had the Authority 


of God. as his Plenipotentiary, andthe like. Now then let me know 
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on what all Chriſtians agree, and/let me have yaur Warrant that I am' 
bound to believe neither the Trinity nor Incarnation, nor any thing 
wherein all Chriſtians do not agree. Now if you tell me I am obliged 
to ſtand to the Determination of one particular Church, or ſome and 
not all, tell me which, and why that or thoſe more than others ? What 
Church, for Example, were particular Perſons bound to follow Two 
hundred years ago, before the Reformation ? 

[ conceive, an Anſwer to theſe Doubts abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Salvation of my Soul. For how can I be Saved, if | krow not what 
is neceſſary thereunto? I need not ſay a ſatisfaftory one, for ho 
other can flow from your Learned and vertuous Pens; I only fear 
that ſome Pin-featlier'd Divine, out of an itch to appear in Print may 
prevent yours, and-put me off with a Flim-flam , or an uncharita- 
ble Jeer, or Railing againſt ſome particular Church he may fancy me 
to be of, which is nothing to my purpoſe, who ſeek where I may find 
ſecurely Neceſlaries to Salvation, not where I cannot fiad them. This 
would be alſo prejudicial to the Church of. England; for when Men 
ſee Doubts ſo ſincerely and ſubmiſlively Propoſed, Anſwered only with 
Jeers, Railing and InveCtives, or omitted and let paſs, as not deſerving 
an:Anſwer, they muſt needs doubt of the Learning, as well as of the 
Vertueand Charity of rheir Leaders. 

Now were the Satisfaftion I here deſire, intended for my ſelf alone, 
it might have ſeemed more proper to have made my Addreſs in parti- 
cular to ſome one of your Reverend and Learned Body ; but foraſ- 
much as it concerns ſo many others, and, as I perſuade my ſelf, will 
proveextremely beneficial to Religion, it being the ſureſt, nay only 
way toendthe many Controverſies of this Age, I am forced to deſire of 
you, whoſe high Charatter obliges you to a Zeal of Souls, a publick, 
and withall a ſpeedy Anſwer, by which you will highly o»lige, 


- 


SIRS, 


Tours ever, 


EF 


LONDON, Printed for Randal Taylor, 1688. 


